
Fact Sheet

Domestic Violence and Guns

Domestic abusers use firearms as a means by which to exert power and
coercive control over their victims. They threaten to kill their victims,
their victims’ children, pets, community members, and themselves. ¹

An estimated 13.6% of American women and 5.9% of American men have been
threatened by an intimate partner with a firearm.²

Of American women threatened with a firearm, 43% have been physically
injured with a firearm (shot, pistol whipped, sexually assaulted, etc.)³

A survey of contacts to the National Domestic Violence Hotline whose intimate
partners had access to firearms found: 

10% said the intimate partner had fired a gun during an argument; and 
Two-thirds said they believed their intimate partner was capable of killing
them.⁴

Firearms threats and fear of intimate partner firearms violence are associated
with more severe PTSD symptoms.⁵
There is a statistically significant relationship between intimate partner stalking
and gun threats.⁶

Firearms are the weapon of choice for intimate partner homicides. 

Most intimate partner homicides are committed with firearms.⁷
The risk of intimate partner femicide increases at least 5-fold when a male
intimate partner has access to a firearm.⁸ Another study puts the increase at 11-
fold.⁹
After years of decline, intimate partner homicides have increased recently,
driven by a surge in homicides committed with firearms; homicides committed
by other means have continued to decrease.¹⁰
Intimate partner homicide is the leading cause of mortality during pregnancy
and post-partum.¹¹
More than a quarter of homicides in the United States are related to domestic
violence.¹²
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The use of firearms in abuse causes long-lasting harm to victims and survivors. 

Abusers’ firearm access is associated with a higher level of intimate
partner violence overall.¹⁸
Abuser firearm ownership is associated with severe negative health
outcomes, beyond those associated with domestic violence generally.¹⁹

Federal law restricts certain respondents to final domestic violence
protection orders²⁰ and certain domestic violence misdemeanants²¹  from

possessing, receiving, shipping, or transporting firearms. 

Domestic violence is the second-most common reason for the background
check system to block a firearm transfer, exceeded only by felony
convictions.²²

Almost one in three children under the age of thirteen killed by firearms
are killed in an intimate partner violence-related incident.¹³
Between 2010 and 2016, a plurality of officers killed in the line of duty
were killed while responding to a domestic violence incident.¹⁴
Between 2014 and 2019, 59.1% of mass shootings were related to domestic
violence. In 68% of mass shootings, the shooter either had a history of
domestic violence or killed an intimate partner or family member.¹⁵
20% of people killed in domestic violence incidents are “collateral” victims,
or someone other than the intimate partner; one out of four collateral
victims are children or youth.¹⁶
Firearm use increases risk of collateral homicides by 71%.¹⁷

Intimate partner homicides also target individuals other than the direct
victim. 

[1] Logan, T. K., & Lynch, K. (2021). Exploring abuser firearm-related attitudes, behaviors, and threats among women with (ex)partners who threatened to shoot others. Journal of Threat Assessment and
Management, 8(1-2), 20-35. https://doi.org/10.1037/tam0000158
[2] Adhia, A., Lyons, V. H., Moe, C. A., Rowhani-Rahbar, A., & Rivara, F. P. (2021). Nonfatal use of firearms in intimate partner violence: Result of a national survey. Preventive Medicine.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2021.106500
[3] Ibid.
[4] National Domestic Violence Hotline. (2014, June 18). Hotline focus survey provides firsthand look at intersection of firearms & domestic violence; highlights need for stronger laws and equal
protection. https://www.thehotline.org/news/hotline-focus-survey-provides-firsthand-look-at-intersection-of-firearms-highlights-need-for-stronger-laws-and-equal-protection/
[5] Sullivan, T. P., & Weis, N. H. (2017). Is firearm threat in intimate relationships associated with posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms among women? Violence and Gender, 4(2), 31-26.
https://doi.org/10.1089%2Fvio.2016.0024
[6] Logan, T. K., & Lynch, K. R. (2018). Dangerous liaisons: Examining the connection of stalking and gun threats among partner abuse victims. Violence and Victims, 33(3), 399-416. DOI:10.1891/0886-
6708.v33.i3.399
[7] Violence Policy Center. (2022). When men murder women: An analysis of 2020 homicide data. http://www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2022.pdf
[8] Campbell, J. C., Webster, D., Koziol-McLain, J., Block, C., Campbell, D., Curry, M. A., Gary, F., Glass, N., McFarlane, J., Sach, C., Sharps, P., Ulrich, Y., Wilt, S. A., Manganello, J., Xu, X., Schollenberger, J.,
Frye, V., & Laughon, K. (2003). Risk factors for femicide in abusive relationships: Results from a multisite case control study. American Journal of Public Health, 93(7), 1089-1097.
doi:10.2105/AJPH.93.7.1089
[9] Spencer, C. M. & Stith, S. M. (2020). Risk factors for male perpetration and female victimization of intimate partner homicide: A meta-analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 21(3), 527-540. doi:
10.1177/1524838018781101
[10] Fridel, E. E. & Fox, J. A. (2019). Gender differences in patterns and trends in U.S. homicide, 1976-2017. Violence and Gender, 6(1), 27-36. DOI: 10.1089/vio.2019.0005
[11] Wallace, M., Gillispie-Bell, V., Cruz, K., Davis, K., & Vilda, D. (2021). Homicide during pregnancy and the postpartum period in the United States, 2018–2019. Obstetrics and Gynecology, 138(5), 762–769.
https://doi.org/10.1097%2FAOG.0000000000004567
[12] Kivisto, A. J., Magee, L. A., Phalen, P. L., & Ray, B. R. (2019). Firearm ownership and domestic versus nondomestic homicide in the US. American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 57(3), 311-320. DOI:
10.1016/j.amepre.2019.04.009
[13] Fowler, K. A., Dahlberg, L. L., Haileyesus, T., Gutierrez, C., & Bacon, S. (2017). Childhood firearm injuries in the United States. Pediatrics, 140(1). DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-3486
[14] Breul, N., & Luongo, D. (2017). Making it safer: A study of law enforcement fatalities between 2010-2016. Community Oriented Policing Services and National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Fund. https://portal.cops.usdoj.gov/resourcecenter/ric/Publications/cops-w0858-pub.pdf 
[15] Geller, L. B., Booty, M., & Crifasi, C. K. (2021). The role of domestic violence in fatal mass shootings in the United States, 2014-2019. Injury Epidemiology, 8(38). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40621-021-
00330-0
[16] Smith, S. G., Fowler, K. A., & Niolon, P. H. (2014). Intimate partner homicide and corollary victims in 16 states: National Violent Death Reporting System, 2003-2009. American Journal of Public Health,
104(3), 461–466. https://doi.org/10.2105%2FAJPH.2013.301582
[17] Kivisto, A. J., & Porter, M. (2020). Firearm use increases risk of multiple victims in domestic homicides. Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, 48(1), 26-34. DOI:
10.29158/JAAPL.003888-20
[18] Kafka, J. M., Moracco, K. E., Williams, D. S., & Hoffman, C. G. (2021). What is the role of guns in nonfatal intimate partner violence? Findings from civil protective order case data. Social Science &
Medicine, 283. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114212
[19] Lynch, K. R., & Jackson, D. B. (2021). Firearm exposure and the health of high-risk intimate partner violence victims. Social Science & Medicine, 270. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.113644
[20] 18 USC § 922(g)(8).
[21] 18 USC § 922(g)(9).
[22] Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2021). Federal denials: Reason why the NICS Section denies, November 30, 1998 – September 30, 2021. https://www.fbi.gov/file-
repository/federal_denials.pdf/view

https://doi.apa.org/doi/10.1037/tam0000158

